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 1                  * * * * *

 2           P R O C E E D I N G S

 3                  * * * * *

 4

 5               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Good

 6     morning.  I call the March 30th, 2022

 7     meeting of the Philadelphia City

 8     Commissioners to order.

 9               First, I will preserve the

10     order and decorum of these meetings.

11     Everyone in attendance should be on

12     notice that shouting out or interrupting

13     the proceedings will not be tolerated.

14     Those who violate this will be asked to

15     leave.  The Sunshine Act permits anyone

16     attending a public meeting to object to a

17     perceived violation at any time during

18     the meeting.  If you choose to do so,

19     please succinctly state your objection.

20     Objecting is not an opportunity for

21     speechmaking.

22               We will now move to public

23     comment.  Commenters shall state where

24     they live or, if they are not a resident
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 1     of Philadelphia, that they are a

 2     Philadelphia taxpayer.  Public comment is

 3     not an opportunity for dialogue or Q&A.

 4     It's public comment, a chance for you to

 5     tell us what you think.

 6               Each speaker shall have two

 7     minutes.  However, I may extend this time

 8     at my discretion.  All public comments

 9     must be relevant or germane to board

10     business.  Finally, it is my

11     responsibility to preserve the order and

12     decorum of these meetings.  As such,

13     profane, slanderous, discriminatory, or

14     personal attacks will not be tolerated.

15     Please note that we will be doing polling

16     place changes later in the meeting, so

17     anyone wishing to be heard on polling

18     place changes should wait until that

19     time.

20               Is there anyone here for public

21     comment?

22               MR. GARELLA:  Good morning.  I

23     have a comment.  It does relate to

24     polling place changes, but not to any
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 1     particular polling place, so...

 2               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Proceed.

 3               MR. GARELLA:  I just want to --

 4     my name is Rich Garella.  I'm from

 5     Protect Your Vote Philly.  I live in

 6     South Philly.

 7               So it seems that I think you're

 8     going to vote on some polling place

 9     changes today, and I know that as far as

10     I know, that you've done the legal

11     minimum of notifying, posting and so

12     forth in the divisions, but I'd like to

13     make a suggestion that you do a little

14     bit more than the legal minimum and maybe

15     post on the website when you announce

16     these meetings coming up what the polling

17     place changes are.  So you put up

18     something on Twitter saying there's a

19     meeting today, but that announcement

20     doesn't link to the agenda that's posted

21     on the website.

22               So far, for example, when

23     you've been posting the agendas, they're

24     posted on a pretty obscure spot on the
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 1     website.  As far as I've seen, you've

 2     never included a link to the agenda on

 3     any meeting announcements such as on

 4     Twitter or anywhere else, and it's on the

 5     agenda that in this case the list of

 6     polling places to be changed is.  So it

 7     seems like it would be helpful to the

 8     public to go -- to extend yourselves a

 9     little bit farther to tell people what

10     polling place changes are going to be

11     voted on at a given meeting.  Since you

12     do know that in advance, why not, you

13     know, go ahead and give people a little

14     better chance to find out so that they

15     could have their input.

16               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Thank

17     you.

18               MR. GARELLA:  Thank you.

19               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  We will

20     now move to Commissioner Bluestein for

21     e-mailed public comments.

22               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  There

23     were no e-mailed public comments as of

24     9:45 a.m. this morning.
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 1               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  We will

 2     now proceed to old business.  I call on

 3     Garrett Dietz to read the report from

 4     Executive Director Joe Lynch.

 5               MR. DIETZ:  Good morning,

 6     Commissioners.

 7               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Good

 8     morning, Garrett.

 9               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  Good

10     morning, Garrett.

11               MR. DIETZ:  First, I'll start

12     with the report from my office, the

13     County Board of Elections.

14               A Special Election has been

15     called for the office of District

16     Council, 6th District, to occur during

17     the General Primary on May 17th.  For

18     those interested in running for this

19     office, pertinent nomination paperwork

20     must be filed by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday,

21     April 7th.  Candidates for major and

22     minor political parties need to file a

23     nomination certificate packet and be

24     nominated by their party bylaws.
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 1     Candidates for political bodies need to

 2     file nomination paper packets, and this

 3     paperwork is available in my office, Room

 4     142, and it's also been posted on our

 5     website at Philadelphiavotes.com.

 6               As of yesterday, we have

 7     processed all paper ballot applications

 8     received through Monday and are up to

 9     date with electronic ballot applications.

10               We have approved 70,492

11     vote-by-mail applications for the

12     Primary, which is 2,372 added from last

13     week's total.  Of those applications

14     processed so far, 43,787 are paper

15     applications and 26,705 are electronic

16     applications.

17               Next will be the report from

18     the Voter Registration Unit.  For the

19     election cycle to date, we have processed

20     80,887 registration applications, of

21     which 5,459 were paper.  Last week we

22     sent out 8,369 voter ID cards, for a

23     total of 50,758.  All units except for

24     Documents are working primarily on the
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 1     mail-in apps.  They are also processing

 2     registration apps and what mail-in apps

 3     come in.  Documents are making street

 4     list districts, full ward sets, and

 5     working on the mail.  This week we had a

 6     bunch of petitioners, and they are still

 7     coming in.

 8               Next is the report from the

 9     Election Board Unit.  607 poll workers

10     did online training.  They have 5,095

11     confirmed poll workers.  They left

12     messages for 723 potential poll workers.

13     There are 1,759 poll workers who they

14     have confirmed are not going to work.

15     The in-person trained overall is 907, and

16     total scheduled for in-person training is

17     1,142.

18               Finally, we have a lot of newly

19     elected poll workers with no contact

20     number, so unfortunately we are unable to

21     confirm if they are indeed working or

22     not.

23               And that's it for my report.

24               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Thank
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 1     you, Garrett.

 2               Is there anyone here for public

 3     comment with regard to polling place

 4     change?

 5               (No response.)

 6               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Okay.  We

 7     will move on to new business.  We have

 8     Charlie Stroman with polling place

 9     relocations.

10               MR. STROMAN:  Good morning,

11     Commissioners.

12               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Good

13     morning, Charlie.

14               MR. STROMAN:  First, a little

15     update with the polling places.  As of

16     right now this morning, we have 708

17     polling locations.  We're waiting for 10

18     more responses, for a total of 17

19     divisions.  So moving along very well in

20     that regard.

21               Now I'll move to the polling

22     place changes.  The first one is in the

23     48th Ward and the 38th Division, moving

24     from Penrose School to Eastwick
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 1     Recreation Center.

 2               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  The

 3     reason?

 4               MR. STROMAN:  Voter

 5     convenience.  That was one of the

 6     requests I got.

 7               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  I motion

 8     that we approve the proposed move for the

 9     Ward 48, the Division 38.

10               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Second.

11               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:

12     Commissioner Bluestein, please call the

13     roll.

14               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:

15     Commissioner Deeley.

16               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Aye.

17               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I vote

18     aye.

19               Commissioner Sabir.

20               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.

21               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Proceed.

22               MR. STROMAN:  The next two will

23     be in the 44th Ward, the 6th Division and

24     the 15th Division, moving from the
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 1     Salvation Army in West Philadelphia to

 2     Lenes Daily Childcare IV at 28 North 52nd

 3     Street, and that they both are for voter

 4     convenience.  Willie Jordan, the

 5     democratic ward leader, requested that.

 6               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  I motion

 7     that we approve the proposed moves, 44th

 8     Ward, 6th Division and 44th Ward, 15th

 9     Division.

10               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Second.

11               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:

12     Commissioner Bluestein, please call the

13     roll.

14               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:

15     Commissioner Deeley.

16               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Aye.

17               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I vote

18     aye.

19               Commissioner Sabir.

20               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.

21               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Proceed.

22               MR. STROMAN:  The next four

23     will be in the 51st Ward.  I'm going to

24     do the 51st Ward, 2nd Division and 51st
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 1     Ward, 7th Division.  They both are going

 2     to move for -- requesting a move from

 3     Mastery Hardy Williams Charter School

 4     back to the Kingsessing Library for voter

 5     convenience.  Greg Benjamin, democratic

 6     ward leader, requested this change.

 7               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Charlie,

 8     51-2, according to my note, is moving

 9     from Mastery Hardy Williams Charter

10     School to Kingsessing?

11               MR. STROMAN:  Yes.

12               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  And 51-5?

13               MR. STROMAN:  Well, that's

14     coming from a different place.  So I just

15     put 2 and 7 together because --

16               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Oh, I

17     didn't see the 7 on here.  I'm sorry.

18     It's at the bottom.  I apologize.

19               MR. STROMAN:  That's all right.

20               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Sorry.

21     Continue.

22               MR. STROMAN:  That's all right.

23               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  I motion

24     that we approve the proposed moves of
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 1     51st Ward, 2nd Division, 51st Ward, 7th

 2     Division.

 3               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Second.

 4               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:

 5     Commissioner Bluestein, please call the

 6     roll.

 7               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:

 8     Commissioner Deeley.

 9               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Aye.

10               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I vote

11     aye.

12               Commissioner Sabir.

13               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.

14               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Proceed.

15               MR. STROMAN:  The next change

16     will be in the 51st Ward again in the 5th

17     Division, coming from Comegys School to

18     the Kingsessing Library.  Again, for

19     voter convenience.  Greg Benjamin,

20     democratic ward leader, requested this.

21               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  I motion

22     that we approve the proposed move, 51st

23     Ward, 5th Division.

24               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Second.
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 1               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:

 2     Commissioner Bluestein, please call the

 3     roll.

 4               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:

 5     Commissioner Deeley.

 6               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Aye.

 7               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I vote

 8     aye.

 9               Commissioner Sabir.

10               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.

11               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Proceed.

12               MR. STROMAN:  The last one will

13     be again in the 51st Ward, the 6th

14     Division, moving from Calvary United

15     Methodist Church to the Kingsessing

16     Library, for voter convenience.  Greg

17     Benjamin, the democratic ward leader,

18     requested this.

19               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  I motion

20     that we approve the proposed move, 51st

21     Ward, 6th Division.

22               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Second.

23               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:

24     Commissioner Bluestein, please call the
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 1     roll.

 2               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:

 3     Commissioner Deeley.

 4               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Aye.

 5               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I vote

 6     aye.

 7               Commissioner Sabir.

 8               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.

 9               MR. STROMAN:  That's all I

10     have, Commissioners.

11               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  So we

12     have a unanimous vote to approve the

13     following changes:  40th Ward, Division

14     38; 44th Ward, Division 6; 44th Ward,

15     Division 17 -- 15.  I'm sorry.  51st

16     Ward, Division 2; 51st Ward, Division 5;

17     51st Ward, Division 6; and 51st Ward,

18     Division 7.

19               Commissioner Bluestein, do you

20     have any items to be added to today's

21     agenda?

22               COMMISSIONER BLUESTEIN:  I have

23     none.

24               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:
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 1     Commissioner Sabir, do you have any items

 2     to add to today's agenda?

 3               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Yes.

 4     First, I'd like to say I see my mother in

 5     the crowd, my children in the crowd.  I

 6     used to play basketball on the basketball

 7     court right there.  I used to swim in the

 8     swimming pool right here.  So I'd like to

 9     thank you, Madam Chair, for having these

10     meetings out here.

11               COMMISSIONER DEELEY:  Thank you

12     so much.

13               And we're so happy to see you.

14     Just a beautiful way to start the

15     morning.  Thank you so much for coming.

16     Appreciate it.

17               With no items remaining on the

18     agenda, this meeting is adjourned to the

19     call of the Chair.

20               Thank you.

21                    - - -

22               (Meeting of the City

23     Commissioners adjourned at 11:12 a.m.)

24                    - - -
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 1                CERTIFICATE
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